WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE

2026 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced

House Bill 4691

By Delegates Anders, Coop-Gonzalez, and White

[Introduced January 21, 2026; referred to the

Committee on the Judiciary]
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A BILL to amend and reenact §3-1-4 and §3-3-1 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended,
relating to voting in the state; requiring that voting shall be by paper ballot; and providing
that only active members of the United States Armed Forces, which consist of six services:
the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, and the Coast Guard, or persons
who are handicapped and disabled may vote absentee ballots.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS.

§3-1-4. Manner of voting.

In all elections the mode of voting shall be by paper ballot, but the voter shall be left free to
vote by either open, sealed, or secret ballot, as ke the voter may elect. Voting by ballot may be
accomplished as provided in §3-3-1 et seq., §3-4-1-et seq., §3-5-1-et seq., and §3-4-6-et seq. of
this code.

ARTICLE 3. VOTING BY ABSENTEES.

§3-3-1. Persons eligible to vote absentee ballots.
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Effective at the primary election in 2026, and thereafter for primary and general elections,

only active members of the United States Armed Forces, which consist of six services: the Army,

Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, and the Coast Guard, or persons who are

handicapped and disabled may vote by absentee ballots.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is requiring that voting shall be by paper ballot; and
providing that only active members of the United States Armed Forces, which consist of six
services: the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, and the Coast Guard, or
persons who are handicapped and disabled may vote absentee ballots.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



